Speaking of the taste for the prodigeous and the astound-
ing* a taste very contrary to his own, he made use of a
quotation from the 1st Book of Kings. " A great and
strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the
rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord was not in the wind :
and after the wind an earthquake ; but the Lord was not
in the earthquake : and after the earthquake a fire; but
the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still
small voice"
The attempt to revive styles that have existed in
former ages may for a time appear to be successful but
experience may now surely teach us its impossibility
I might put on a suit of Claude Lorraine's clothes and
walk into the street, and the many who knew Claude but
slightly would pull off their hats to me, but I should at
last meet with some one more intimately acquainted with
him, who would expose me to the contempt I merited....
Imitators always render the defects of their model
more conspicuous. Sir George Beaumont, on seeing a
large picture by a modern artist, intended to be in the
style of Claude, said, " I never could have believed that
Claude Lorraine had so many faults, if I had not seen
them all collected together on this canvas.'* It is useful^
therefore, to a painter to have imitators, as they will
teach him to avoid everything they do.
My dear Fisher, Thank you for your letter of yester-
day ... I am planning a large picture, and I regard all
you say; but I do not enter into that notion of varying
one's plans to keep the public in good humour. Change
of weather and effect will always afford variety. What if
Vander Vdde had quilted his sea pieces, or Ruysdael
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